
Join Us in New Orleans
for the 45th Annual Mulch 
and Soil Council Meeting
Covering topics for everyone from owners 

and plant managers to account and marketing 
managers to industry suppliers. 

This year’s meeting topics will include: 
• Insight into the election and the impact on your business
• Drone Solutions and 3-D Mapping for Inventory Control
• Exciting New Web Ideas “On a Budget”
• How to avoid “legal hot water” with employees & labor laws
• What’s new with screening, coloring, bagging, lot coding, 

hoods and wraps and more!!

Keynote Speaker: Steve Jansen
Lawn & Garden Retail Trends

We hope to see you there!

Mulch & Soil Council 
2016 Annual Meeting

October 4 - 6, 2016
The Hotel Monteleone

New Orleans, LA
For more info, go to

www.mulchandsoilcouncil.org



45th MSC Annual Meeting
Monteleone Hotel, New Orleans

October 5-6, 2016

Wednesday, October 5

1:30p-2:30p  The Crow Political Report 
With the 2016 presidential elections in full swing, MSC Legislative 
Representative David Crow will inform members about the various 
forces at play and what to look for as we approach election day 
just a month after our meeting. Expect a lively presentation on 
the most highly controversial election in American history.  Speak-
er: David Crow, President, DC Legislative & Regulatory Services, 
Washington, DC

2:30p-3:00p  Break

3:00p-4:00p  How To Avoid Legal Hot Water 
 In Your Business 
Large or small, business is complicated enough without unex-
pected legal issues with your employees or customers. Learn 
how to identify and avoid potential legal issues to keep your 
production running smoothly and profitably. Speaker: Ed Harold, 
Fisher & Phillips, LLP, New Orleans, LA

4:00p-4:15p  Break

4:15p-5:30p   Annual Business Meeting
The MSC Annual Membership Meeting will bring everyone up to 
date on the latest activities of the Council and its special com-
mittees as well as insights on market and regulatory issues that 
impact your business. Annual elections of directors will also be 
conducted.

6:00p-7:30p  Affiliate Reception 
 Sponsored by:  AgriCoatings
Join the MSC Affiliate and Associate Members for an evening of 
cocktails and hors d’oeuvres as they share information on new 
products and technologies being offered to members. This is a 
great opportunity to renew friendships and make new acquain-
tances.

Thursday, October 6
8:00a-9:00a  Exciting New Web Ideas “On A Budget” 
Developing or revising a website can be as simple or complex as 
you want, depending on your resources and approach. Hear how 
MSC reinvented its website using simple, inexpensive options to 
create a modern web presence on an extremely limited budget. 
Speaker: Shelli Crockett, Mulch & Soil Council, Shallowater, TX 

9:00a-9:30a  Break

9:30a-10:30a  Drone Solutions And 3-D Mapping 
 For Inventory Control 
Some say the only time you know the volume of a pile is when 
it is Zero. New drone technology offers a solution to age-old 
problems with a fast and accurate means of calculating inventory 
volumes, use rates and more. Speaker: Lauren Elmore, Presi-
dent, Firmatek, San Antonio, TX

10:30a-11:00a  Break

11:00a-Noon Succession Planning 
Planning for the next generation of management is important to 
every business and absolutely critical to family-owned business-
es. It is not just about long-term transition planning. Succession 
must also anticipate unexpected losses of key personnel, being 
prepared and knowing what to do when the business is under 
maximum stress. Speakers: John Crockenberg & Wayne Bailey, 
Wells Fargo Advisors, Eustis, FL

12:00p-1:30p  Keynote Luncheon: 
 Lawn And Garden Retail Trends 
 Sponsored by:  BASF 

Mass merchants have a unique view and an enormous impact 
on the lawn & garden market. Our keynote speaker spent over 
30 years in upper management at home centers and mass 
merchants like Courtesy Home Center, Handy Andy and Home 
Depot. Hear what he has to say about the current trends in the 
L&G retail space and how it can impact your business as a mulch 
& soil producers. Speaker: Steve Jansen, Four Seasons Consult-
ing, Inc., Woodstock, GA 

1:30p-2:00p  Break

2:00p-3:00p  What's New In Our Industry (Part 1)
What new products and technologies are now available and 
which new products are best for you? Hear from MSC Affiliate 
members on the latest product offerings to make your business 
more efficient and cost effective. Presentations by BASF, Beum-
er, Hamer-Fischbein, Premier Tech, Slootweg & West Salem 
Machinery.

3:00p-3:30p  Break

3:30p-4:30p  What's New In Our Industry (Part 2) 

4:45p-6:15p     President’s Reception  
Join us for a final session of networking, food & cocktails as we 
wrap up our annual meeting and review what we learned.

Thanks To Our Sponsors
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Everyone Is Welcomed To Participate!
From owners and plant managers to purchasing, marketing and sales executives and industry suppliers, the Mulch & 
Soil Council invites all interested parties to join us in New Orleans for the 45th MSC Annual Meeting. Come hear what 
new opportunities, trends and technologies can help mulch and soil companies expand their business. Get eye-to-eye 
with new people who can be potential customers and/or packing partners.
Full Meeting Registration

General Meeting Guidelines:
1. All advance registrations must be accompanied by the appropriate registration fees to be eligible for the registration 

discount. Registration fees cover attendance for all meetings, receptions, Thursday lunch and coffee breaks. Enter-
tainment and tour fees are additional. Lodging is not included in the registration fees.

2. Participation from non-member companies is welcomed to attend the meeting and all functions. Non-member par-
ticipants may attend one association meeting as a first-time registrant and are entitled to the member registration 
rate. Participation at a second meeting as a non-member is permitted at non-member registration rates. Attendance 
at additional meetings is by special invitation. Non-members of MSC may join the Council at any time prior to the 
Annual Meeting and receive an immediate discount on the registration fee. For information on becoming a member, 
contact the MSC office at (806) 832-1810

3. Cancellations & Refunds:  Requests for cancellation of meeting registration or guest tickets must be received in writ-
ing at the MSC office. Cancellations received by September 15, 2016, will be subject to a cancellation fee of 25%, 
which will be deducted from the refund. No refund will be made for cancellation requests received after September 
15, 2016.

Limits of Liability
The planners and sponsors of the MSC Annual Meeting and its associated events claim no liability for the acts of any 
supplier to this meeting, nor for the safety of any attendee while in transit to or from this event. Attendees who purchase 
non-refundable airline tickets do so at their own risk. In the event of meeting cancellation, the total amount of liability of 
the planners and sponsors will be limited to a refund of the registration fee. Submission of the registration form acknowl-
edges acceptance of these provisions.

Host Hotel & Reservations
 The Hotel Monteleone is located in the French Quar-
ter of New Orleans. Visitors need only step outside this 
French Quarter hotel to discover shop after shop of fabu-
lous European antiques, estate jewelry, Oriental rugs, and 
art and antiquities from around the world. Quaint restau-
rants and specialty shops line the cobblestone French 
Quarter streets that lead to Jackson Square, the Old 
French Market and the Riverwalk where tourists and native 
New Orleanians stroll the levee and watch the steamboats 
and barges along the Mississippi River. At this New Orle-
ans hotel, you’ll find history around every corner.
 The Hotel Monteleone boasts 600 luxurious guest 
rooms, including 55 suites, the new Criollo Restaurant & 
Lounge, the famous Carousel Bar & Lounge, Logo Shop, 
heated rooftop pool and 24/7 exercise facility, Spa Aria, business center, 25,000 square feet of newly renovated state-
of-the-art meeting space, and valet parking. The Hotel Monteleone also offers 24/7 In-Room Dining and a Grab-n-Go 
Breakfast in the Lobby Lounge. -Courtesy of the Hotel Monteleone.
 A special block of rooms has been set-aside for MSC meeting participants. The preferred guest rate for MSC mem-
bers is: $185 (+tax)/night. The deadline for discounted room rates and guaranteed space availability is: Septem-
ber 13, 2016 or until the room block is full—whichever comes first. More information about The Hotel Montele-
one is available at: http://hotelmonteleone.com

To make a hotel reservation at The Hotel Monteleone for the MSC Annual Meeting please 
call 504.523.3341 or register online and use the Group Code MUSJ04.



 Nickname
Name: ___________________________________________ for Badge: ___________________________________

Spouse (if attending): _______________________________ Spouse’s Nickname: ____________________________

Company or Affiliation: _________________________________________________________________________________

Street Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Country & Postal Code: ________________________________________________________________________

Phone #: ____________________ FAX #: ______________________ E-mail: _____________________________________
* * * Please Submit Individual Forms for Each Additional Company Representative * * *

  Postmarked              Postmarked                 Amount Due 
  by Sept. 5        after Sept. 5                   

Annual Meeting Registration
 Member: 1st Company Representative $449 $555  
 Each Additional Company Representative $345 $455   
 First-Time Non-member $449 $555                    
 Non-member $725 $875             
 Spouse Registration (Member or Non-member) $125 $125 

Grand Total  (Pay this amount)

Registration Form
45th MSC Annual Meeting • October 4-6, 2016

Hotel Monteleone • New Orleans, LA
(Please print clearly in block letters and photocopy for additional registrants)

Send completed registration form with payment to:
MSC AnnuAl Meeting, 7809 FM 179, ShAllowAter, tX  79363 

tel: (806) 832-1810 • FAX: (806) 832-5244 • e-MAil: inFo@MulChAndSoilCounCil.org • web: www.MulChAndSoilCounCil.org

Registration & Activity Fees

Credit Card Payment Option
Card Type:  ❒ VISA   ❒ MC    ❒ AmEx
Card No.:_____________________________________

Name On Card:________________________________

Exp Date:___________  CVV Code: _____________
Billing address zip code: _______________________
Signature: ____________________________________

General Registration Information:
• Member and first-time non-member registration fees postmarked on or before September 5, 2016, will receive the early 

meeting registration discount. 

• All advance registrations must be accompanied by the appropriate registration fees to be eligible for the registration dis-
count.

• Registration fees cover attendance for all meetings, receptions, and coffee breaks. Lodging and recreational activities are 
not included in the registration fees.

• Non-member companies are welcome to attend the meeting and all functions. Non-members may attend one Council 
meeting as a first-timer at member rates and a second meeting at 
non-member registration rates. Attendance at additional meetings 
is by special invitation. Non-member spouses are invited to attend 
the program at member spouse rates at all times.

• Cancellation:  In the event it is necessary to cancel your meet-
ing registration, a written cancellation notice must be received 
at the MSC office on or before September 15, 2016, in order to 
receive a full refund. No refunds will be made for cancellations 
received after September 15, 2016.

Yourself     $ _________

Spouse      $ _________

Grand 
Total     $ _________


