Charlotte
Join us in North
Carolina’s largest city
for MSC’s 51st
Annual Meeting!
Covering topics for everyone from
owners and plant managers to
account and marketing managers to
industry suppliers.
This year’s meeting topics will include:
•
•
•
•
•

Insight Into Upcoming Mid-term Elections
Fire Safety: Solving Today’s Double Threat
New Ways for Recruitment & Retention
Taking Charge of Your Business Insurance Program & Costs
Women in the Mulch & Soil Industry

Keynote Speaker: Dr. Brian Jackson
Current Challenges & Opportunities in the
Growing Media Industry

We hope to see you there!
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Mulch & Soil Council
2022 Annual Meeting
October 4 - 6, 2022
Hilton Charlotte Uptown
Charlotte, NC
For more info, go to
www.mulchandsoilcouncil.org

2022 MSC Annual Meeting

October 4-6, 2022
Hilton Charlotte Uptown - Charlotte, NC
Tuesday, October 4

1:30p-5:00pm MSC Committee Meetings

Members in good standing are welcomed to participate in all committee meetings as observers.

5:00p-6:30p

Meet the MSC Board of Directors

Join the MSC Board of Directors for informal talks over cocktails as
they share information on the programs and activities of the Council
and the industry. Sponsored By nVenia

Wednesday, October 6

8:00a-12:00p Board of Directors Meeting

Members in good standing are welcomed to participate in the Board
of Directors meeting as observers.

1:00p-1:30p

Official Opening and Welcome

Hear from MSC President Jim Weber, Program Chair Joe Ertel, Legal
Counsel John Hazard and Executive Director Robert LaGasse as we
invite you to join us for the start of the 51st MSC Annual Meeting.

1:30p-2:30p

Crow Political Report

With only a month before the critically important mid-term elections,
join us as MSC Legislative Representative DAVID CROW presents
our annual update on the state of politics and his state and national
election predictions.

2:30p-3:00p

Break Sponsored By Komptech Americas

3:00p-4:30p

51st MSC Annual Membership Meeting

Hear reports from MSC leadership and committees, elect Council directors and discuss MSC programs and activities as they may impact
your business and the industry. Moderator: Robert LaGasse,

MSC Executive Director

4:30p - 7:00p Opening Reception & Affiliate Member Displays

Join us to meet with old friends and new members over cocktails and
hors d’oeuvres while visiting with the industry’s leading suppliers and
vendors. Sponsored By Vermeer Corporation

Thursday, October 7
8:30a-9:00a

Break Sponsored By Chromascape

9:00a-10:00a

Women In Our Industry

Hear from a panel of women from MSC member companies on topics
like recruitment, hiring and retention of a relatively untapped pool of
candidates in our industry. In today’s tight labor market, reaching a
new demographic can help lead to more applicants for your open positions. Moderator: Joe Ertel, Annual Meeting Program Chair

10:00a-10:30a Break Sponsored by Loadscan
10:30a-11:30a New Ways to Recruit & Retain the Next Generations

Finding and keeping good employees is certainly top of mind. Low unemployment and record-high quit rates makes this labor market unlike any we
have seen. With employers struggling to add to their workforce, there is
temptation to focus solely on hiring and let retention efforts slip. It is time
to revamp the approach! Paula will introduce new methods for recruiting
to gain the attention of the Millennial and Gen Y generations, share innovative ideas for hiring and inspire you to think differently on strategies to
retain good employees. Speaker: Paula Dunn, MBCC Group

11:30p-2:00p Keynote Luncheon - Current Challenges
and Opportunities in the Growing Media Industry

The growing media industry, both retail and professional, is facing unprecedented demand, growth, popularity, and significance both domestically

and globally. As the global demand for soilless substrates is projected to
increase over 400% in the coming decades, coupled with transportation
and supply chain uncertainties, future peat supply instability, sustainability concerns, and new growing markets for substrates, we find ourselves
facing many unique challenges and opportunities, many of which will be
highlighted in this presentation. Speaker: Dr. Brian Jackson, Profes-

sor & Director, Horticultural Substrates Lab at NCSU

2:00p-3:00p Taking Charge of your Business Insurance
Program & Costs

This session is all about looking at your facility from an underwriters
standpoint and making it more insurable (basically tips from an underwriter): Making the underwriter comfortable so you will receive more credits
thus a lower rate. Speaker: Kevin Mershimer, The Horton Group

3:00p-3:30p

Break Sponsored By ProAmpac

3:30p-4:30p

Fire Safety: Solving Today’s Double Threat

Losing buildings or equipment is bad enough, but not having replacements due to supply chain issues can make fire a double loss for
production time and equipment. Combining proven tech with new
protection systems can save valuable assets and minimize downtime.

Speaker: Rick Saar, AKE Safety Equipment
4:30p-6:00p

President’s Reception

Join us for our closing event as the President’s Reception gives participants the opportunity to recap the bounty of information presented
at the meeting and say goodbye to old and new friends before returning home reenergized. Sponsored By Social Marks Media

Everyone is Welcomed to Participate!
Sharing experiences and learning from others who have gone through the same trials is one of the major reasons for
industry meetings. There is no better proof of the value of getting together as an industry than last year’s RECORD
BREAKING attendance in Memphis. Building on that experience, we plan to set another record in Charlotte for 2022.
This year is all about dealing with the effects of the pandemic like labor, drivers, trucking, equipment and supply chain
shortages and also rising costs, rampant inflation and changing consumer lifestyles.
From owners to plant managers or marketing and sales executives to industry suppliers, the MSC invites all interested
parties to Charlotte for the 51st MSC Annual Meeting. Come in person to network with industry people and to hear
what the Council is doing for your benefit.

General Meeting Guidelines:

Non-Members: Participation from non-member companies is welcomed. Non-member participants may attend one
association meeting as a first-time registrant and are entitled to the member registration rate. Participation at a second
meeting as a non-member is permitted at non-member registration rates. Attendance at additional meetings is by special invitation only. Non-members of MSC may join the Council at any time prior to the Annual Meeting and receive
an immediate discount on the registration fee. For information on becoming a member, contact the MSC office at (806)
832-1810.
Meeting Registration: Registration fees include participation at education sessions, handouts, coffee breaks, receptions and the Keynote lunch. Travel to the meeting and hotel accommodations are NOT included in the registration.
Cancellations & Refunds: Cancellations at any time due to changes in North Carolina or your home state Covid-19
travel regulations will receive full refunds. Other cancellations must be received in writing at the MSC office by September 20, 2022, and will be subject to a cancellation fee of 25%, which will be deducted from the refund. No refund
will be made for non-Covid-19 cancellations received after September 20, 2022.
Limits of Liability: The planners, sponsors and host hotel owners, management and staff of the MSC Annual Meeting
and its associated events claim no liability for the acts of any supplier to this meeting, nor for the safety of any attendee
while in transit to, in residence at or in transit from this event. Attendees who purchase non-refundable airline tickets
do so at their own risk. In the event of meeting cancellation, the total amount of liability of the planners and sponsors
will be limited to a refund of the registration fee. Submission of the registration form acknowledges acceptance of these
provisions

Hotel Information:

The Hilton Charlotte Uptown is directly adjacent to the Charlotte Convention Center. There is so much to see within
easy walking distance, from the NASCAR Hall of Fame, to BB&T Ballpark, and Spectrum Center, all less than a mile
from here—to say nothing of the large variety of shops and restaurants.
Hilton Charlotte Uptown Reservations:
A special block of rooms has been set-aside for MSC meeting participants. The preferred guest rate for MSC members
is: $209 (+tax)/night. The deadline for discounted room rates and space availability is when the block is filled or SEPTEMBER 12, 2022 - WHICHEVER COMES FIRST.

TO MAKE A ROOM RESERVATION FOR THE MEETING:
https://www.hilton.com/en/attend-my-event/mscannualmeeting2022/
*
If this link does not load when clicked, copy and paste it into your browser.
TO DOWNLOAD A FORM TO REGISTER FOR THE MEETING: CLICK HERE FOR FORM

